
page 4 Lab Times 4-2008 Contents

News 
Taxonomy’s 2007 top ten / New tool for protein mining / New heads for the ERC and HFSPO /
French CNRS split planned / Recently awarded / Faster and cheaper DNA sequencing _______ 06-10

Opinion
Observations of The Owl (12): Sci-chology   _________________________________________ 12

Analysis
Biopolitics
French veterinarian and bioethicist Jacques Testart talks about better ways
for scientists and the public to be involved in political decisions __________________________ 14 
Mathematical modelling in biology
Biologists are increasingly urged to apply computer models in order to turn
large data sets into knowledge. Luckily, new software packages allow an easy start _____________ 20
Do the results really mean that?
Cereal diets and babies’ sex -- a case of poor science and sensationalist headlines ____________ 24
Career strategies for young European scientists (XII)
Funding opportunities in the Netherlands open to anyone _______________________________ 38

Journal Club 
Lyon/France Freeze tolerance in lizards ___________________________________________ 28
Gödöllö/Hungary Plant RNA silencing against virus attacks ___________________________ 30
Dundee/Scotland Black tea polyphenols and diabetes _______________________________ 32

Publication Statistics 
Dermatology in Europe ________________________________________________________ 34
Don’t be misled by citation figures! (12): The times they are a-changin’ ____________________ 37

Biobusiness 
News
EU and China debating on intellectual property rights / German biotech gem sold to Japan ______ 42
How to become a biobusiness writer?
A Lab Times reader’s mysterious e-mail approach to freelance work ________________________ 44
Pharmaceutical industry breaks new grounds
The Genetics Research Centre (GRC) in Munich offers genotyping services to scientists _________ 45
Interview with Andreas Ruppert, Head of the GRC, on exclusive equipment and boring work _______ 46
GSK, the world’s second largest pharmaceutical company, has found a magic formula __________ 48
Biotech buyout: how feverish Big Pharma is spending billions of euros to find new cash cows _____ 49

Service 
Methods
Bench philosophy (13): Open source for open minds. The EMBOSS Suite ____________________ 50
Tips and tricks of the trade: Cool glove trick keeps your fingers warm _______________________ 52
Product Survey
Cloning kits ________________________________________________________________ 53
New products _______________________________________________________________ 60
Book Reviews
Psychrophiles. From Biodiversity to Biotechnology. By Rosa Margesin et al. __________________ 61
Molecular Forensics. By Ralph Rapley and David Whitehouse (eds.) _______________________ 62
Calendar of Events / Appointments ___________________________________________ 63

Humour 
Paul the Postdoc ____________________________________________________________ 06
Incredible Science (11): Snorers get poor exam results ________________________________ 23
One fine day in the lab (8): Stock solutions _________________________________________ 33 
Cartoon: Superdoc (6) ________________________________________________________ 70

Imprint ___________________________________________________________________ 41

Pre-conception diet and babies’ sex. A typical 
example of dodgy scientific research creating 
a media storm. (p. 24)

Yann Voituron et al. in Lyon are revealing how 
lizards avoid oxidative stress following re-
warming periods in winter. The key player: 
mitochondrial uncoupling proteins. (p. 28)

GlaxoSmithKline has established a centre for 
genotyping services in Munich. Its head, An-
dreas Ruppert, talks about the company’s 
motives and intentions. (p.46)  

The European Molecular Biology Open Soft-
ware Suite, EMBOSS, is one of the most popu-
lar open source software programmes for DNA 
analysis. Matthias Faix explains why. (p.50) 
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