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Order your gene online!

Choose best price DNA:

www.mrgene.com
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STOP
CLONING!

One fine day in the lab... 
by Leonid Schneider

Yeah, I also 
think it tastes 
rather stale 
and flat...

Do you know our
mutagenesis project? 
Let’s check whether 
WE Can use the new 

yeast strain.... Hmmm,... 
I’m not too happy with 
the result... what do 

you think?

gramme is open to researchers as individ-
uals or groups from all disciplines and is 
highly competitive. You may apply with a 
research topic of your choice. If you do not 
fit into the thematic programmes, this is a 
good chance to receive ANR money. In the 
past there have been between around 1,500 
applications per year to this programme. In 
2008, the success rate dropped to 21.5%. 
There are specific calls for either nation-
al or international projects with countries 
where cooperation agreements have been 
made. Deadlines are in spring and autumn 
of each year, respectively.

The Young Researchers’ programme 
supports projects by scientists under the 
age of 39. It encourages novel projects on 
innovative topics and should assist you on 
your way to independence. In 2007, the 
maximum contribution was in the range 
of 200,000. The number of applications 
under the Young Researchers’ programme 
steadily declined over the last five years 
with selection rates of about 25%. The 
deadline for projects to be started in 2009 
was November 2008. Additional calls will 
be published in 2010 and 2011.

The programme “Chairs of Excellence” 
was installed to bring leading scientists to 
France, irrespective of nationality. It comes 
in three variations: short-term grants (18-24 
months) for senior scientists and long-term 
grants (36-48 months) for junior as well as 
senior scientists. Substantial resources are 
provided to build up a research team: the 
maximum amount is 0.5 million for junior 
and 1 million for senior long-term chairs. 
Part of the grant may be used for remu-
neration as a short-term but not as a long-
term chair holder, who must be employed 
by a research organisation. Funded projects 
may receive additional funding from other 
sources. In the first three years of this pro-
gramme almost one-third of all applications 
received funding but in 2008, the number 
of applications exploded and success rates 
dropped further. The 2009 deadline was in 
March already; additional calls have been 
announced for 2010 and 2011.

Outlook
Despite the economic crisis, France 

seems to be determined to invest a substan-
tial amount of its resources in upcoming 

years into research and education. It recent-
ly announced that 730 million of its eco-
nomic stimulus package will be reserved 
for research and be channelled to universi-
ties and initiatives, such as the Nano2012 
programme or the competitiveness clusters 
programme. A National Alliance for Life and 
Health Sciences was created in April 2009 
to address the fragmentation in the biomed-
ical research sector. Eight research perform-
ers including the CNRS, Inserm and the In-
stitut Pasteur have teamed up to henceforth 
coordinate and implement focused activ-
ities in life and health sciences. Whether 
this, the reorganisation of the major re-
search performers and the increasing activ-
ities of the National Research Agency, will 
be fruitful in the immediate future remains 
to be seen. Independence and early excel-
lence programmes are in place but have to 
be handled with more flexibility in order to 
extend numbers and funding volume and 
thus attract top international talent. Alto-
gether, there seems to be no major reason 
for young investigators from abroad not to 
take advantage of the top-notch research 
institutions in France.      RALF SCHRECK


